
 

 

Interview with JT Eden 
By Meezahn and Senahn Kemal 

 

Introduction 

 

Would you like to run for president? Mayor? City Council? Are 

you interested in politics? Well, then you are not the only kid out there 

who is. Our neighbor, JT Eden, is running for City Council! He had 

originally intended to take a gap year after high school (he just 

graduated) to work on a political campaign. But, because of social 

distancing due to the novel coronavirus, he formed a Political Action 

Committee (PAC). While working on the PAC he has also become a 

candidate for San Carlos City Council. JT is a good friend of ours, and 

we decided to interview him. 

 

Questions 
 

M & S: First of all, we've always wanted to know, what does ‘JT’ mean? 

JT: My first and middle name is Joseph Toby. So, my initials would be “JT”. I was very fortunate that the 

city let me use JT on the ballot, so folks who are voting would actually say JT Eden. 

M & S: How old are you? 

JT: I am 18 years old. I turned 18 on July 4th, so I made the cut to run for City Council by just about 39 

days. 

M & S: Does this mean you are the youngest person running for City Council ever? 

JT: I would imagine so. It would be hard to beat. I haven't been able to find the records of that, so probably 

yes. I will see far back into our history. 

M & S: What is the City Council?  

JT: The City Council (in most cities in California) is a group of people who decide the rules and how to 

spend money. Our City Council has five very talented and smart individuals, who set the budget every 

year. So, they think about how much money they want to spend on police, how much money to spend on 



 

 

roads and buildings, and that's the kind of work they do each year. They also set the visions of our city, 

and what we want to stand for as a group of thirty thousand people. 

M & S: Could you please tell us about the position you are running for? 

JT: City Council is a representative of the people, and vice mayor Parmer-Lohan told me that in the 

election, you are supposed to try to get as many people as possible to vote for you, but when you win, 

you have to represent all thirty-thousand residents of San Carlos. You have to work with the other City 

Council members and run the city well. 

M & S: Who will be your competitors? 

JT: So, there are a couple of other really great San Carlos citizens running, and one of them is Mayor Ron 

Collins, who served in the Council for many years now. The other two are John Dougan and David Tom. 

M & S: What would you do for children as a City Council member? 

JT: I want to make sure our parks are well funded. I want to make sure that we have dog walking places 

for people who want to walk their dogs and expand off-leash areas for that. I also want to create a future 

where we can all live here (in the Bay Area) if you so desire. As you can see, climate change has taken a 

real toll on the Bay Area, and it's only going to get worse. So, on the City Council, I want to work with other 

members to fight climate change. I also want to make it more affordable to live in the Bay Area. 

M & S:  What are your abilities in City Council? 

JT: A lot of things are controlled by the Federal Government and the State Government, and only some 

things are controlled by the City Government. So, roads would be controlled by the City Government, new 

buildings are approved by the City Government, and how to build new buildings are approved by the City 

Government. 

M & S: Why do you think you should run for City Council? 

JT: I am running for City Council to bring a new voice to the City Council. I am a young person, you asked 

my age earlier, I am 18 years old, and I am seeing uncertainty in my future. I want to make my city better. 

I have a lot of experience, as I was in the Senate at my college (in JT’s high school, there was a choice in 

which you can go to a college and do a little bit of studying there). I worked with a lot of folks there, and 

so I felt like an experienced, yet young new voice to the city. 

M & S: How do you feel about running for City Council? 

JT: Excited, I think that would be the word. It’s been a real great experience working with all my friends to 

put this all together. I am honored that people would vote for me, if they do vote for me, and I’m honored 

that people stepped up and supported me in the community. 

M & S: Could you tell us how you got interested in City Council and politics?  



 

 

JT: Politics is about making life better, for as many people as you can. That’s a really appealing thing for 

me, and it always has been. Actually, my first time being in a situation to do government work was as an 

intern for our congresswoman, Jackie Speier. I got to work in the lowest levels of government, working on 

change and talking to people about how the government can help them, as it should. I’m running for City 

Council because I want to do that myself, to be my own representative and work toward the things I 

believe in. 

M & S: What's a typical day for a City Council member? 

JT:  City Council is a part-time job. They meet once every two weeks. The rest of the time, you do need to 

work with other people, talk to residents of the city, hear what they need to have happen. I’m going to be 

a student at UC Davis during this, so I’m going to be over an hour and a half away. If I win, I’ll go to meetings 

and talk to people. As a candidate, every morning I have a meeting with my team that’s helping me get 

elected. I spend a lot of time on social media, trying to talk to people, because we can’t really talk to 

people in person anymore. So, I go on social media, see what’s happening in the world, and try to post 

about that, too. I also have to do a lot of things to raise money for my campaign. 

M & S: You also formed a PAC.  What is a PAC? 

JT:  A PAC is a Political Action Committee. A Political Action Committee raises money, and then spends it 

on elections. The one I formed supports candidates from congress. 

M & S: What can you do in a PAC? 

JT: In a PAC, we directly donate to people (the candidates). They spend it on things like ads and paying 

people to work for them. 

M & S: Why did you form one?  

JT: I formed the PAC with my friends because we wanted to help this election. The people in charge 

(federally) are doing a terrible job, and they know it. Which is why we want to get new people to lead us. 

M & S: Do you have a PAC supporting you? 

JT: That’s an excellent question. My PAC is for federal elections (Campaign for Blue). For myself, I did start 

a Candidate Controlled Committee. But really, it's just me. 

M & S: How will COVID-19 affect your campaign (and PAC)? 

JT: I’ll start with the PAC, because (amid all the awfulness of COVID-19) having all campaigning be virtual 

has been a big strength for Campaign for Blue. We can volunteer for things in Arizona, South Carolina, and 

California, all in the same day. It doesn't matter where you live anymore. And in this election, a lot of 

Californians have started to help a lot of elections across the country. But for my city council campaign, it 

has not helped. Mostly, campaigns have been won by going door-to-door and talking to others. So, I have 



 

 

to use a lot of social media. But doing virtual events (for donations) is nice because a lot of people across 

the country come. 

M & S: Can you do anything about the novel coronavirus? 

JT: Yes and no. On the City Council we can’t invest in trying to find a vaccine, but what we can do, and 

what the city has done, is just try to make it a more pleasant experience for everyone. So, in San Carlos, 

we crossed off a block of the street, built those fun little porch-looking things for restaurants (outdoor 

dining), and what the City Council now is trying to make sure everyone has child care, because a lot of 

people with young children are having some troubles.  

M & S: So, you could enforce social distancing on the City Council? 

JT: Yes. I’m not going to go up to people and tell them to put on masks, but we can make sure our law 

enforcement, if we so desire, is sighting people who are breaking social distancing. But, you want to make 

sure we aren’t doing that in a way that leads to greater problems, because law enforcement, as important 

as it is to the country, oftentimes has discriminatory tendencies. There are some problems in law 

enforcement, and sometimes things can escalate. We don’t want to make sure things like not wearing a 

mask, which is kind of a mean thing to do, doesn’t turn into something much worse. 

M & S: How will you balance college and politics? 

JT: Well, I’m going to study politics in college, so it’ll be kind of a fun collaboration. How will I balance it, 

though? City Council is a part-time job. Everyone has jobs. So, a lot of the people actually own their own 

businesses. They’re able to manage their time. I’m actually pretty good at managing my time, kind of a 

low-key guy, so I feel okay about that.  

M & S: Sounds interesting. How can we help you? 

JT: There’s a lot of ways, you can go to JTEden.com, you can donate there, you can sign up as a volunteer, 

and if you live in San Carlos, you can buy a yard sign and I’ll come put that in your yard!  

M & S: Do you have any other future plans that we can tell the readers? 

JT: Well, I’m pretty excited about this campaign. It's taking a lot of my focus, but I’d like to run for office 

again, win or lose this one. I love public service, and I am looking forward to doing that. I’d like to go to 

law school and learn how to be a lawyer, mostly just because I think being a lawmaker would be a good 

idea, but also just to have a strong sense of the law. 

M & S: What are your future plans with politics? 

JT: This is pretty much as far as I’ve planned out yet. 

M & S: This is a question that just popped off the top of our heads, but are you ever going to run for 

president? 



 

 

JT: I wouldn't rule it out. Clearly you need to be someone who is very knowledgeable and thoughtful, 

which is definitely what we are not seeing right now. 

M & S: Do you have any advice for the readers? For those out there who are interested in politics and 

other ways to make a difference? 

JT: There are so many ways to make a difference. One of the main goals of my campaign is to have young 

people get involved in politics. To get involved, find a team, because politics can be very fun when you 

have some good friends around to do it with you. 

 

Conclusion 
  

 In conclusion, politics is a great way to make a difference. To help change your world. To make 

lives better. This is what has been appealing to JT. Hopefully, we all agree that he has a great plan and 

should win. His campaign to run for city council is a great way for him to make a difference. How about 

you?  

 

 


